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DEDICATED TO THE PROMOTION OF TOWNS COUNTY

OPINIONS & COMMENTARY

Another Icon for a Brotherhood

Whereas
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and the extremely
political blame the Navy placed upon Charles i
Butler McVay III, commanding officer of cruiser [
Indianapolis when she was destroyed in 1945, We [}
may be remiss if we fail to remember “the rest f{ |
of the story”, Lt. Commander Adrian Marks, bla- |\
tantly disobeying orders to NOT land in the open
Philippine Ocean waters, rescued 56 crewmen
adrift in shark infested waters.

After spotting men clinging onto
flotsam,each other and anything else that would
float, spread asunder he radioed their position to
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Apple Tree Pruning

Deep win-
ter is prime apple @ex!ension
tree pruning time.

«' Pruging %pple Watchlng
/)| trees is important | and Working
early in the tree’s Jacot
4 life so that it gets Welliame

started off right.
Later on, if you properly prune the tree each year the
tree will be more productive, more disease resistant,
and have a longer life. Keeping all these things in

mind, let’s talk about apple tree pruning today.

The general advice that I give people when
it comes to pruning apple trees is to prune as much
as you feel comfortable, then go back and prune
a bit more. Most of the time people are afraid of
damaging the tree if they cut too far back. How-
ever, if trees are pruned at the right time of year
and the right branches are cut off, it will be better

the USS destroyer escort Cecil J. Doyle which ar-
rived on scene at midnight. Several other U.S. Navy vessels
arrived later to continue plucking sailors, who had survived
unimaginable conditions for several days. Out of approximate-
ly 900 initial survivors only 316 lived through shark attacks,
dehydration, fatigue, salt water poisoning, hypothermia, and
extreme stress. Marks was dispatched to try and identify those
who were seen earlier adrift in the sea. He was flying an am-
phibious PBY-5A Catalina. Upon learning that these were his
brothers of the USN he and his crew decided against orders
to try and land their aircraft in 12 foot seas so as to rescue as
many near death as possible. He and his crew knew the risks,
but brothers, NOT BY BLOOD BUT SOMETHING MUCH
LARGER, lives were at risk. He came in and his aircraft
bounced not once, not twice bu three times, however he and
his crew managed to pull aboard 56 sailors and gave much
needed hope to others off in the distance who witnessed his
semi-crash landing. They darn well knew their rescue was now
imminent. For some of those 56 men the flight crew had to
lash them to the top of the damaged wings of their aircraft.
As the several other Naval vessels arrived all survivors and
Marks and his crew were transferred to other Navy ships, as
his aircraft was severely damaged and UN-flyable. Our forces
destroyed it and sent it to the bottom of the Philippine Sea. In
spite of those who would declare Marks as foolish or reckless
he and his crew were recognized by Chester W. Nimitz and
awarded the Air Medal. (“Following the war, Marks returned
to Frankfort, Indiana and practiced real-estate law. He died on
March 7, 1998, aged 81. He was survived by his wife Elta, five
children, and twelve grandchildren™.)

This true story represents that which so many folks will
never understand, in that men and women in combat, or in
other very dangerous, often almost impossible situations will
risk everything to save the lives of those around them and even
total strangers who would die without those who live for and
serve something far greater than self. Marks and his crew are
indeed icons for any of us who have simply gone forward to do
what must be done. Even sacrificing ALL for our brothers, sis-
ters and strangers. In the USCG,we called it SAR, Search And
Rescue, where often the “best laid plans of men” would go
asunder. I suspect just about every one of our men and women
in uniform are cut from the same cloth. Something far greater
than self. -Semper Paratus

Habitat for Humanity

“A World Where Everyone has

a Decent Place to Live.” Habitat
Habitat for Human- | Happenings d(
ity Towns Union Counties is Executive
a 501(c)(3) faith based, chari- Director
table organization dedicated Cliarlottte
to helping those less fortunate Daudall
within our community. Our

community has continued to be

gracious, and because of your support, the lives of 26 families
have been blessed to be a part of our home repair program this
past year.

Our 25th home build will be completed for a well-de-
served Towns County family within the coming weeks. For
May of 2023, our 26th Habitat home is scheduled to be com-
pleted by our partners at Union County Schools. UCS began an
extensive construction training program, where students build
one Habitat house a year for our local affiliate. Habitat would
not be able to accomplish these strides if it wasn’t for your
support to our Mission.

Due to inflation and rising building costs, our affiliate is
facing its greatest challenge to keep up the ability to continue
our dedication to our Mission.

Our local Restore is our largest funding source for our
projects. The Habitat Restore accepts gently used items to
include furniture, housewares, clothing, appliances, building
materials, and sellable items that contribute to our Mission. We
offer free donation pickups Monday to Friday during business
hours.

Habitat for Humanity Towns Union Counties is grateful
to our partners and friends. By supporting our local Restore,
you will continue to contribute to our Mission.

Contact us at www.townsunionhabitat.org to schedule a
free donation pick up, or inquire about our programs and part-

nership opportunities.
°

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
SHOULD BE E-MAILED OR MAILED TO:

Towns County Herald, Letter to the Editor
P.O. Box 365, Hiawassee, GA 30546
Our email address: tcherald@windstream.net
Letters should be limited to 200 words or less, signed,
dated and include a phone number for verification purposes.
This paper reserves the right to edit letters to conform
with Editorial page policy or refuse to print letters deemed
pointless, potentially defamatory or in poor taste.
Letters should address issues of general interest, such as
politics, the community, environment, school issues, etc.
Letters opposing the views of previous comments are
welcomed; however, letters cannot be directed at, nor name
or ridicule previous writers.
Letters that recognize good deeds of others will be
considered for publication.*
Note: All letters must be signed, and contain the first
and last name and phone number for verification.
*

Classifieds SELL!

706-896-4454

Concerning the Practicum of Good Humor

I was chatting with a OutSI de

friend recently. This was an ac-
tual friend, not a pixel “friend,”
such as someone on Facebook
you’ve never actually met, or
might have known years ago
but you never talk on the phone
or sit across a table from one
another. Such a person I would call a “pen pal,” or updating
that for the Age of Information, a “pixel pal.” Words are im-
portant.

My friend and I were discussing what we observe to be
a decline of laughter in younger generations. We decided that
maybe they’re laughing on the inside. Perhaps their laughter,
like so many other things, is pixelated, manifesting in LOL ab-
breviations or emojis rather than contractions of the diaphragm
and an exercise of the abdominal muscles. I know the tradi-
tional type of laughter is healthy for body, mind and spirit. I'm
not sure that clicking and finger poking is, but what do I really
know? I’m not an expert associate professor at a junior college
to be quoted by mainstream media in the continuing narrative
of the falling sky.

“She spends a lot of time up in her room on the phone,”
said my friend of his daughter. “Sometimes she has company
but I don’t hear them laughing like we used to when we were
that age.” He was talking about the red faced, belly laughing,
can’t-catch-your-breath type of laughter that is both cause and
effect of a good friendship.

Upon reflection we had to agree that we also don’t laugh
like that as much as we once did. (I was trying to be kind.
Tracey and I frequently laugh out loud with each other but I
didn’t want my friend to feel bad.) A common but unfortunate
side effect of “adulting” is the loss of that very innocence and
trust we all strive to provide for our children, without which
good natured silliness and abandon is difficult.

It’s hard to exercise the abdomen with a good belly laugh
with the weight of a billion pixels laying across your chest,
and so many, perhaps a majority of us who consume media are
hooked on the dangerous drug of feeling upset and angry. “I
may be vile and pernicious, but you can’t look away,” wrote
Frank Zappa, and we look from dawn to dusk, at the breakfast
table and in the bedroom.

Overall, I think the older generations still have an ad-
vantage when it comes to enjoying humor. We’re not as con-
strained by ever evolving language taboos and we still remem-
ber the slapstick adventures of growing up out of doors. Oh,
there is plenty of laughter to be seen and heard, but I’'m not
talking about the snarky, SNL political derision type of humor,
or studio audience humor where you never see the sign that
flashes “laugh,” or award show humor where the camera pans
across a field of celebrity faces opening their mouths to display
their expensive dental work.

The “field” of celebrities brings to mind something I
thought was funny. The School of Social Work of the Universi-
ty of Southern California recently announced that it was elimi-
nating the word “field” from their curriculum, to “honor and
acknowledge inclusion and reject white supremacy,” among
other lofty goals. The school intends to replace the word,
“field,” with “practicum.” In other news, the Estate of the Late
W.C. Practicums could not be reached for comment. Amazon
announced that it was considering rebranding the popular Kev-
in Costner movie as ‘“Practicum of Dreams.” Future Farmers
of America declined to comment.

Perhaps there is a clue here to the decline of heartfelt
laughter. Younger generations are growing up and entering
adulthood immersed in a sea of concerns that were absent
from our own youth. They are habitual consumers of falling
sky information which has escaped the containment of “news”
reporting to infect all forms of social media. Not only that, but
they are constrained by a host of loosely defined but tightly
enforced rules about microaggression, so careful not to offend,
so vulnerable to being offended.

“No one can offend you without your permission,” said a
mentor to me when I had taken offense at something inconse-
quential. It’s ironic. There is such animosity between left and
right, young and old in this time of generational change. Yet
fundamentally all agree. Words are indeed important. Proverbs
tells us that “Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And
those who love it will eat its fruit.” The conservative balks at
the efforts by the young which acknowledge this very truth.
The liberal becomes a pharisee of this truth, inclusive of all but
dissenting opinions. They both “eat its fruit,” but no one laughs
when someone slips on the banana peel.

°

Guest Columns

From time to time, people in the community have a grand
slant on an issue that would make a great guest editorial. Those
who feel they have an issue of great importance should call our
editor and talk with him about the idea. Others have a strong
opinion after reading one of the many columns that appear
throughout the paper. If so, please write.

Please remember that publication of submitted editorials
is not guaranteed.

The Box
By: Don Perry

worldoutsidethebox.com

The Towns County Herald is an independent and
non-partisan publication. As such, third-party views
contained herein are not necessarily the opinions
or positions of this newspaper, e.g. advertising,
press releases, editorial content,
perspectives expressed in articles
covering local events, etc.

for the long-term health of the tree.

If you have a tree that has not been pruned regularly, and
you’re trying to get it back into shape you’ll want to start out
by pruning out and dead or diseased branches. Second, you’ll
want to cut out any crossing branches. Crossing branches
create open wounds that can be easily infected. After you’ve
pruned out dead, diseased, and crossing branches you want to
try to open up the canopy. An open canopy will allow airflow.
That’s going to reduce the humidity, and therefore reduce the
severity of disease occurring. The saying is that you want the
canopy to be so open that a bird could flying through it with-
out hitting any branches. A tree that has too many branches
will not be as productive. An apple tree is only able effectively
produce a certain amount of fruit. Adding fertilizer can boost
the productivity. Therefore, pruning might affect the number
of fruit you tree produces, but you’ll have better quality and
they’ll be more likely to make it all the way to maturity.

Trees that have been properly pruned their whole lives
will have more a Christmas tree shape than a teardrop shape.
If you have a newly planted tree, you’ll need to prune it as
well. If you have planted an unbranched whip, you’ll need to
cut it back to 24 to 30 inches above the ground. This is going
to encourage the new tree to branch out. If you don’t prune an
unbranched whip, you’ll probably end up having a 20-foot tall
tree that doesn’t have any branches on it.

Sometimes people will plant a seed from an apple core
that they’ve eaten. This can be a fun experiment for kids to see
an apple tree grow. An issue that you may run into with this is
that there is no telling what kind of apple tree will come up.
If you plant a seed from your favorite apple, that fruit could
have been pollinated by a different variety, leaving you with
an unknown cross. Another issue is that nowadays most trees
have been grafted onto a rootstock. The grafted rootstock will
provide more protection from root diseases and may dwarf the
tree, which cuts down on the difficulty of managing the tree.

If you have questions about pruning apple trees, contact
your County Extension Office or email me at Jacob.Williams@
uga.edu.

Letters To The Editor

Gov. Kemp and the WEF
Dear Editor,

Gov. Brian Kemp recently attended the World Economic
Forum (WEF) in Davos, Switzerland. In 1971, Klaus Schwab,
Chairman, founded the WEF, famous for its annual gathering of
the world’s movers and shakers. The Davos meeting is for global-
ists in key positions of power in government and business (e.g.
big tech and big pharma). Hence, Kemp received an invitation.

The WEF promotes a left-leaning ideology although it ad-
vertises itself as independent and nonpartisan. The purpose of the
WEEF is to exchange information on how to expedite globalism
and how to use public-private partnerships to usher in what they
call the Great Reset. The ultimate plan of the Great Reset is to
track everyone on the planet for the purpose of controlling them.

One has to wonder what Kemp’s purpose was in attending
WEF. Was it just a fact-finding trip or does he want to import
ESG to the state of Georgia? ESG stands for Environment, Social
and Governance. ESG is a social-credit scoring system whereby
corporations and companies must comply with radical climate
initiatives, support abortion rights, special LGBTQ rights and
privileges in order to obtain capital investment. And of course, if
they don’t agree, the companies are labeled as bigots.

Kemp hints at being a globalist. But it’s not clear what he
expected to accomplish at the WEF. So only time will tell what
policy changes might be implemented with respect to capital in-
vestments in Georgia. In the end, I guess we should feel sorry for
him because he had to sit through numerous boring lectures while
staying at a 5-star hotel and eating in the finest restaurants, all at
Georgia taxpayers’ expense.

Tim Groza
°
That Highway Curve in Jacksonville
Dear Editor,

Our condolences go out to the family and friends of Or-
lando Lara ... followed by a question for the Georgia DOT.
If that curve on US 76 in Jacksonville is a notorious scene of
accidents, why did the state RAISE the speed limit there from
45 to 55? I well remember the change being made some eight
to 10 years ago. The speed limit used to drop from 55 in Union
County to 45 at the county line bridge. Having driven through
that curve weekly for two decades, I can state that negotiating
that curve at the posted 55 limit is pushing your luck.

Roger Beal

°
The Price of Eggs
Dear Editor,

While having breakfast in a local restaurant, I overheard
someone exclaim, “T hear eggs are going to $9 a dozen.” That
may or may not happen, but what is happening is the huge
increase in chicken-napping.

Several counties have experienced a tremendous volume
of calls reporting chicken theft. One resident reportedly told
the Sheriff, “This is crazy. They left my lawnmower, my weed
eater and my chain saw, but took all of my chickens.” A local
traffic stop yielded 17 chickens inside the car. The driver, when
asked to show proof of ownership of the chickens, responded
to the officer, “What chickens?” The chickens were returned
to the rightful owner because he had implanted a chip in each
chicken.

What is our world coming to? Who would have ever
thought eggs would approach $9 a dozen, chips would be im-
planted in chickens and chicken-napping would become a ma-
jor crime issue. Lord, help us.

Gene Vickers
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